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June 6, 2019 

The Honourable Donald Neil Plett, Senator 
Room 276, East Block 
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A4 

Dear Senator Plett, 

I am writing regarding Senate Bill C-262. 

I am a pastor serving in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. 

In 2011, this church adopted a resolution committing itself to “promoting right and renewed 
relationships between non-indigenous and Indigenous Peoples within Canada.” 

We affirmed that all people are created in God’s image, and as such all have inherent, God-given 
“rights, responsibilities and dignity” which are to be lived out with one another in community. 

We also endorsed, and continue to endorse, the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP) adopted by the UN General Assembly on 13 September 2007, and are still waiting and 
watching for the Government of Canada to do the same. 

I read today, with growing disappointment, that you, as Conservative Party Whip in the Senate, have 
again delayed the work of the Aboriginal Peoples Committee in adopting Bill 262. 

You are on record (Twitter, June 5, 2019) as saying that the UN took 24 years for the UN to pass 
their resolution, and complaining that Senator Sinclair wants to pass it in 24 days. 

It has been 12 years since the United Nations adopted this Declaration.  Indigenous people in Canada 
have been waiting 152 years, and the Indigenous people of Turtle Island have been waiting since 
1534. 

So I ask you, Senator: How much time is enough? 
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http://www.elcic.ca/Public-Policy/documents/2011ELCICResolutiononRightRelationshipswithIndigenousPeoples.pdf


You are on record (Twitter, May 29, 2019) as supporting “Made in Canada laws to solve Made in 
Canada problems,” implying that you don’t want a solution which comes from outside. 

I appreciate your acknowledgement that many of the problems that Bill 262 is attempting to address 
are indeed the responsibility of Canada’s governments.  Regardless of which party happened to be in 
power at any given time, Canada has a long, unfortunate history of not living up to its treaty 
obligations with Indigenous peoples.  Indeed, the fact that Bill 262 began as a Private Member’s Bill 
is revealing in itself.  However, it is also revealing that only the Conservative Party opposes this 
legislation. 

So I ask you, Senator: When will the Conservative Party join the rest of the country in taking this 
step toward a deeper reconciliation? 

You are on record (Twitter, May 30, 2019) as saying that not all Indigenous people support this 
legislation, and you quote a letter purporting to be from a Treaty 1 person. 

I do not impugn the integrity of the author of that letter.  He or she has a perspective, and you are 
right in insisting that a democratic system of government listen to all voices. 

At the same time, quoting one letter which comes from a person who is obviously antagonistic to the 
Assembly of First Nations (which represents a vast majority of the Indigenous People in Canada), 
and which supports your previously-arrived-at conclusion, while you ignore the passion, conviction, 
and indeed the numbers of of other communications you have received (which you admit in your 
May 30 Tweet) seems disingenuous at best. 

With all due respect, Senator Plett, this appears simply to be another case of a paternalistic Divide 
and Conquer, which has been used over and over again by Canadian governments to delay, 
circumvent or avoid action which might lead toward a newer, more equitable society. 

So I ask you, Senator: When will you listen to the majority of Canadians and Indigenous people, and 
allow this step (the adoption of Bill 262) to be taken together? 

Churches and other religious traditions in Canada, the people of Canada, Indigenous People in 
Canada, and indeed the rest of the world, are watching, and waiting.  Please don’t keep us waiting 
any longer. 
 
Sincerely, 

 Rick Pryce 
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