
Good Friday - 2019 

The cross 
The crux 
The crux of the situation 
The crux of the story 
The point 
The point of it all 
The purpose of the whole story 
The centre 
The crux 
The cross 

We have arrived 

And it is finished 

This is where we’ve been going all along 
No surprise, really 
There’s a certain sense of inevitability about it all 
If you think about it 

But not because God needed this death 
Not because God needed blood to be shed 
Not because forgiveness somehow demanded this kind of sacrifice 
As a condition 
In order to make it possible 

God never said, “Let there be a cross” 
As the Spirit was blowing around the garden in Genesis 

God didn’t need this 

We did 

We 
Did 
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We human beings 
With our insatiable desire for control 
And power 
And keeping score 
And power 
And revenge 
And power 
And power 
And power 

We needed the cross 
We needed this death 
We needed The Law to be followed 
The Law which states that anyone found in the company of sinners 
Must be a sinner 
Anyone found in the company of criminals 
Must be a criminal 
Anyone found in the company of outsiders 
And strangers 
And Others 
Must be one of them 
And must therefore be treated as one of them 
Must therefore be excluded 
Must therefore be cast out 
Must therefore be declared guilty by association 

And anyone who has the unmitigated gall 
To tell “those people” that God is somehow with them 
And that forgiveness is extended to them 
And that God’s reign has already begun among them 
Must be eliminated 
Must be removed 

And so 
The cross 

And let us not pretend that the cross was only “then” 
Or that Rome was only “then” 
Or that crowds screaming for blood was only “then” 
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There are too many examples around us 
Of human beings being considered 
(By other human beings) 
As expendable 
As less than human 
As less than created in God’s image 

Whether because of their religion 
Or because of ours 
Or because of their skin colour 
Or because of ours 
Or because of their birthplace 
Or because of ours 
Or because of their clothing or diet or partner or heritage 
Or because of ours 

We justify our fear 
We justify our hatred 
We justify our anxiety 
We justify our reaction 
They are Other! 

Just 
Like 
Jesus 

So we lock them in cages 
We say they aren’t valid 
We make rules to keep them out 
We send them back where they came from 

Just 
Like 
Jesus 

And so 
The cross 

Today 
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But even here 
When we finally seem to be in control 
When we have finally claimed our power 
When we are finally going to be in charge 
When we are finally going to be great again 

“Then” is “now” 
Too 

Jesus turns the tables 

We do not inflict the cross on Jesus 
Jesus embraces the cross 
For us 

“Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 
“For this I was born” 
“Put your sword back into its sheath” 

Granted, the crowd is too busy to hear 
Too busy to listen 
Too busy letting itself be stirred up 
By hatred 
And fear 
And powerlessness 

Too busy crying for Barabbas 
Too busy cheering for a criminal 
Too busy shouting “Crucify” 
Too busy 
Turning to Rome 

“We have no king but the Emperor” 

By which, of course, they meant 
“We want to feel powerful 
We want to feel in control 
We want to feel great again 
So we will play your game 
And give you want you want 
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And we will proclaim together 
That the King of the Jews is no more than fake news 
And Rome is the only reality” 

But this, too 
Even this 
Was embraced by Jesus 
Was accepted by Jesus 
Was endured by Jesus 

Not because of some facile obedience to the rules 
But because 
He would not stop loving 

“Father, forgive them” 
“Woman, here is your son” 
“Here is your mother” 
“You will be with me in paradise” 

By enduring it all 
And continuing to love 
Jesus resisted the hate of the crowd 
Jesus resisted the injustice of Rome 
Jesus resisted the corruption of the religious leaders 

Jesus continued to love 

And if it is true that “Then” is “Now” 
Then it is just as true 
That Jesus continues to love 

Love in spite of our ill disguised hate of the Other 
Love in spite of our easy acceptance of injustice 
Love in spite of our self-serving corruption of faith 
Love in spite of our selling our souls for the sake of safety 
And security 
And control 
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Ultimately 
And somewhat ironically 
It is our games 
and our quest for power 
and our insistence on replacing God 
That is truly “finished” on the cross 

It is simply not true that 
The King of the Jews is no more than fake news 
And we are the only reality 

Yes, the cross did its job 
Yes, Jesus was dead 

But so are we 

And because Jesus resisted us 
With love 
Something different suddenly became possible 

Just maybe 

For the first time since the Spirit was blowing around the garden in Genesis 

God 

Might actually 

Be free
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